
The only known postcard of the Painted 
Desert Trading Post, though undated, was 
shot in 1945. Route 66 car enthusiasts de-
termined that the newest automobile pic-
tured is a 1942 Dodge Deluxe Coupe. The 
year and state name are not visible on the 
tag, and the car’s front bumper is inexpli-
cably mounted upside down, but further 
investigation revealed that 1945 was the 
only year that GRAND CANYON STATE 
did not appear on Arizona tags, and the 
rounded corners and white background, 
along with the numbering font, all match 
1945 Arizona tags. 

The couple in the doorway of this rare photograph, assumed to be Dotch 
Windsor and first wife Alberta, were actually friends of the Windsors.
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